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DISEASES REPORTED DURING MONTH OF APRIL, 1967 BY PARISH OF RESIDENCE

ENCEPHALITIS DUE TO HERPES SIMPLEX VIRUS

On February 7, 1967, a sixteen month old boy from Evangeline Parish died following a seven day ill-
ness marked by progressive signs of encephalitis. Brain tissue cbtained at autopsy was submitted for
viral studies. Herpes simplex virus was recovered and the pathological sections were consistent with a
diagnosis of Herpes simplex encephalitis.

When looked for, Herpes simplex accounts for as many as 7 per cent of cases of meningo-encephalitis.
The diagnosis is suggested by a four-fold rise in complement-fixing antibedy titer. This can be obtained
by submitting acute and convalescent sera to the State Board of Health Laboratory. |n view of a recent
report of treatment with 5-iodo-2' deoxyuridine, making a diagnosis may be of increasing importance in
future years. (Continued on Page 3).
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EVANGELINE 1
FRANKLIN
GRANT 1 2
IBERIA 1
IBERVILLE 1 1 1 8
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From January 1 through April 30 of 1967, the following cases were also reported: 4 Tularemia, 10
Malaria, 5 Leptospirosis and 4 Brucellosis.



The possibility of a gamma globulin deficiency in thispatientisraised becauseof ahistoryof repeated
infection, the presence of a gamma globulin deficiency in a male sibling and the fact that two other male
siblings have died from overwhelming infections.

It is especially gratifying that brain tissue was obtained for virus isolation and that the diagnosis
was subsequently confirmed as Herpes simplex encephalitis because the patient had recently received
live measles virus vaccine which had been considered a possible cause of the encephalitis.

MASS MEASLES CAMPAIGN - BATON ROUGE

An End Measles Campaign has been scheduled for May 25 and 26, in Baton Rouge. This will be a
community wide program sponsored by the local medical society and the parish health unit.  Thirty two
vaccination sites have been scheduled where jet injector guns will be used. Recent campaigns have been
completed in Grant, St. James and St. John Parishes, and plans are being made for a New Orleans End
Measles Sunday in July. Other parishes are now making plans for fall campaigns.

FAMILY OUTBREAK OF TYPHOID FEVER - CADDO, RED RIVER

The increase in typhoid fever in 1967, compared to the same period in 1966, is the result of a phage
type B2 outbreak in northwestern Louisiana, involving at least fourteen people. The first case, who lived
in Red River Parish, had his clinical onset in December, 1966. From this index case thirteen additional
infections were traced through a large family, part of which lived in Red River and part in Shreveport. The
epidemic continued through January, 1967, and its cessation can be attributed to nursing supervision and
vaccination of family contacts.

Intensive investigation has failed to reveal the source of infection of the index case. Several possi-
bilities exist, including the maternal grandparents who both had typhoid fever in 1937, and contact with
potentially contaminated water. The intermittent excreter is a well known part of the epidemiology of
typhoid fever and repeated stool cultures in high risk individuals, such as the grandparents in this case,
often reveals a hidden carrier.

This outbreak is typical of those seen in Louisiana in recent times. |t was probably due to contact
transmission among a low socioeconomic group with inadequate sanitary facilities. |f a chronic carrier
had been discovered, then the question of treatment would have been raised. Recent reports suggest that a
trial with ampicillin is of value.



