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EPA Region 6 Drinking Water Section

Timeline and Elements of Future 
Regulatory Determinations

EPA Region 6 Drinking Water Section

&

Future Regulation Determinations

CCL3 published October 2009

Draft UCMR3 to be published January 2011

Regulation Determination in 2012, based on 
UCMR2

Final UCMR3 in 2012

UCMR3 monitoring in 2013-2015
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1,1,1,2-Tetrachloroethane 
1,1-Dichloroethane 
1,2,3-Trichloropropane 
1,3-Butadiene 
1,3-Dinitrobenzene 
1,4-Dioxane 
17 alpha-Estradiol 
1-Butanol 
2-Methoxyethanol 
2-Propen-1-ol 
3-Hydroxycarbofuran 
4,4'-Methylenedianiline 
Acephate 
Acetaldehyde 
Acetamide 
Acetochlor 
Acetochlor ethanesulfonic acid 
(ESA) 
Acetochlor oxanilic acid (OA) 

Acrolein
Alachlor ethanesulfonic acid 
(ESA)

Alachlor oxanilic acid (OA)

alpha-Hexachlorocyclohexane 
Aniline 
Bensulide 
Benzyl chloride 
Butylated hydroxyanisole 
Captan 
Chlorate 
Chloromethane (Methyl 
chloride) 
Clethodim 
Cobalt 
Cumene hydroperoxide 
Cyanotoxins (3)
Dicrotophos 
Dimethipin 
Dimethoate 
Disulfoton 
Diuron 
Equilenin
Equilin 
Erythromycin 
Estradiol (17-beta estradiol) 
Estriol 

Estrone 
Ethinyl Estradiol (17-alpha 
Ethynyl Estradiol) 
Ethoprop 
Ethylene glycol 
Ethylene oxide 
Ethylene thiourea 
Fenamiphos 
Formaldehyde 
Germanium 
Halon 1011 
(bromochloromethane) 
HCFC-22 
Hexane 
Hydrazine 
Mestranol 
Methamidophos 
Methyl bromide 
(Bromomethane)
Methyl tert-butyl ether 
Metolachlor 
Metolachlor ethanesulfonic 
acid 
(ESA) 
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Metolachlor oxanilic acid (OA) 
Molinate 
Molybdenum 
Nitrobenzene 
Nitroglycerin 
N-Methyl-2-pyrrolidone 
N-Nitrosodiethylamine (NDEA) 
N-nitrosodimethylamine (NDMA) 
N-Nitroso-di-n-propylamine 
(NDPA) 
N-Nitrosodiphenylamine 
N-nitrosopyrrolidine (NPYR) 
Norethindrone (19-
Norethisterone) 
n-Propylbenzene 

o-Toluidine
Oxirane, methyl-
Oxydemeton-methyl 
Oxyfluorfen
Perchlorate 
Perfluorooctane sulfonic acid 
(PFOS) 

Perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA) 
Permethrin 
Profenofos 
Quinoline 
RDX 
sec-Butylbenzene 
Strontium 
Tebuconazole 
Tebufenozide 
Tellurium 
Terbufos 
Terbufos sulfone 
Thiodicarb 
Thiophanate-methyl 
Toluene diisocyanate 
Tribufos 
Triethylamine 
Triphenyltin hydroxide (TPTH) 
Urethane 
Vanadium 
Vinclozolin 
Ziram 

Adenovirus 
Caliciviruses 
Campylobacter jejuni 
Enterovirus 
Escherichia coli (0157) 
Helicobacter pylori 
Hepatitis A virus 
Legionella pneumophila 
Mycobacterium avium 
Naegleria fowleri 
Salmonella enterica 
Shigella sonnei

EPA Region 6 Drinking Water Section
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Current TCR (cont.)
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The Advisory Committee 
Process
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EPA Region 6 Drinking Water Section

8 Core Elements - Proposed
RTCR
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EPA Region 6 Drinking Water Section

8 Core Elements - Proposed 
RTCR
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EPA Region 6 Drinking Water Section

8 Core Elements – Proposed 
RTCR
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EPA Region 6 Drinking Water Section

How Does It Play Out
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EPA Region 6 Drinking Water Section
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Rule Construct
Current TCR Proposed RTCR
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EPA Region 6 Drinking Water Section

Level 1 Assessment 

Current 
TCR Proposed RTCR

None 
required

Section 141.859

Triggers:
• For a system collecting at least 40 samples per month, 
more than 5.0% of samples collected are TC(+)

• For a system collecting fewer than 40 samples per 
month, more than one sample is TC(+)

• The PWS fails to take every required repeat sample 
after any single routine total coliform-positive sample.

Assessment: 
• Conducted by the PWS
• A basic examination of the source water, treatment, 
distribution system and relevant operational practices

��

EPA Region 6 Drinking Water Section

Level 2 Assessment 

Current 
TCR Proposed RTCR

None 
required

Section 141.859

Triggers:
•Violation of the MCL for E. coli

1. E. coli (+) repeat sample following a TC (+) routine sample.
2. TC (+) repeat sample following an E. coli (+) routine sample.
3. Failure to take all required repeat samples following an E. coli (+) 

routine sample.
4. Failure to test for E. coli when any repeat sample tests TC(+)

•Two Level 1 triggers in a 12 month period
•For NCWS (GW) serving �1,000 on annual monitoring, a 
Level 1 trigger in each of 2 consecutive years

Level 2 Assessment: 
•Conducted by the State/approved third party (could be the 
PWS if qualified and approved by the State)

�4

EPA Region 6 Drinking Water Section

Assessment Elements – Levels 1 and 2

Current 
TCR Proposed RTCR

None 
required

Section 141.859

•Atypical events that may affect distributed water 
quality or indicate that distributed water quality was 
impaired
•Changes in distribution system maintenance and 
operation that may affect distributed water quality, 
including water storage
•Source and treatment considerations that bear on 
distributed water quality 
•Existing water quality monitoring data
•Inadequacies in sample sites, sampling protocol, 
and sample processing

�<
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Corrective Action

Current 
TCR Proposed RTCR

None 
required

Section 141.859

•The PWS must correct all sanitary defects found during 
the assessment 

•Sanitary defects and corrective actions must be 
described in the assessment form the PWS must submit 
to the State within 30 days of the assessment trigger

•A timetable for any corrective actions not already 
completed must also be in the form.  The State will 
determine a schedule after consulting with the PWS

•The form may also indicate that no sanitary defects were 
found

•The State determines if the assessment is sufficient

�1

EPA Region 6 Drinking Water Section

Seasonal Systems
Current 
TCR Proposed RTCR

Seasonal 
PWS has the 
same 
requirements 
as other 
systems of 
the same 
size and type

Section 141.851, 141.854(i), 141.856(a)(4), 141.857(a)(4)

•Seasonal PWS is defined as a non-community system 
that operates 3 or fewer calendar quarters per year
•Seasonal PWS must demonstrate completion of a State-
approved start up procedure
•Seasonal PWS sample site plan must designate the time 
period for monitoring based on high demand or 
vulnerability (if the PWS is monitoring less than monthly)
•Primacy application must describe how the State will 
identify seasonal systems, how the State will determine 
when systems on less than monthly monitoring must 
monitor, and what start-up provisions seasonal systems 
must meet

��

EPA Region 6 Drinking Water Section

Increased  Monitoring (NCWS) and 
Return to Baseline Monitoring (CWS)

Current 
TCR Proposed RTCR

No criteria 
for 
remaining 
on or 
losing 
reduced 
monitoring 

Sections 141.854(f), 141.855(e) 

•NCWS (GW) serving � 1,000 increase from quarterly or 
annual to monthly monitoring if they meet the criteria below 
•CWS (GW) serving � 1,000 on quarterly return to monthly 
monitoring if they meet the criteria below
•Criteria: 
otriggered Level 2 assessment or a 2nd Level 1 
assessment in 12 months
oE. coli MCL violation
oTT violation 
oTwo subpart Y (RTCR) monitoring violations within 12 
months if on quarterly monitoring, or subpart Y monitoring 
violation if on annual.
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Burden Decreases & 
Efficiencies
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EPA Region 6 Drinking Water Section

Planned Guidance – New and 
Revised 
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EPA Region 6 Drinking Water Section

Assessment and Corrective Action Guidance
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